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hifls is smoother, being volcanic ash. The whole is covered with
grass, which sprouts up between the masses of lava and gives the
bills 'a delightful down-like appearance. Forest growth has
probably never consisted of more than brushwood and shrubs;
and to-day even those have disappeared.
The best panorama of the island is obtained from the western
volcano, by name Rano Kao (fig. 24). Below on the left lies
Cook's Bay, with Mataveri and the village of Hanga Roa,
and beyond them the high bleak central ground of the island,
generally known by the name of one of its craters, Rano Aroi.
On the right is the plain of the,south coast, culminating in the
eastern headland, a district the greater part of which is known
as Poike. Just in front of the headland can be seen the two
peaks of the mountain of Rano Raraku, from which the statues
were hewn and which is the most interesting place in the
island; while on a clear day there can be obtained a glimpse
of the northern coast and the sea beyond.
Such is Easter Island. It bears no resemblance to the ideal
lotus-eating lands of the Pacific; rather, with its bleak grass-
grown surface, its wild rocks and restless ocean, it recalls some
of the Scilly Isles or the coast of Cornwall. It is not a beauti-
ful couatry nor even a striking one, but it has a fascination of
its own. All portions of it are accessible; from every part are
seen marvellous views of rolling country; everywhere is the
wind of heaVen; around and above all are boundless sea and
sky, infinite space and a great silence. The dweller there is
ever listening for he knows not what, feeling unconsciously
that fahe is in the antechamber to something yet more vast
which is just beyond his ken.
The objects of antiquarian interest proved to be widely scattered.
The statues have originally stood on a particular kind of burial-
place, generally known as a "terrace" or "platform." These
terraces surround the whole coast, and each one had of course
to be studied. For those at the western end, and for certain
stone remains on the volcano of Rano Kao, Mataveri was a most
convenient centre; but the distance from there to the places of
interest at the other end of the island was unduly great. We.
therefore decided to avail ourselves of tlie offer of the Manager
and remain for a while at his establishment, where Mana left
us, and later move camp. Survey and photography had of course

